MILITARISM

_WORKER ~ - SOLDISR

PART TWO

"muulCommmoool tho Red Frent o GmmGonnmy.
K Revoluhonary Workers League of the u. S
hnlnht Lmuo Scotland.

Issued by the R. W. L. for the lntmﬁqﬁdl Contact _Cgmqﬂuiéxi




~ INTERNATIONAL NEWS

BoOODY IMPEBIALIST AuCRPSSION OoN 4 WORLD SCALE: MILITARY DICTATORSHIP AT HOM
Let us now’ cast a glwnce ax wHaL is g01ng on -at home Mxlle the big plunderers
:wage war for profits all over the worldi Already we see there is not only
‘COHSPllﬂthh fcr war, but there is emerrlng also conscription for 1ndustry. :
. The present, cong”ess is.going ahiead. with. seven~1eague steps in full prepara~
-ft;on to mohilize not only all men between the ages of 18 and 65 but.all womcn

betwesn thie ages of 18 to 50. . The proposal to put. them under practlcally
military +rule-in. the detOLleS viith wages, .hours, "and conditions’ largely
. controlled by the capltallst statc and arm, . They even propose to take:

the children of the werking class, -in their ‘vacation periods. I'rom ‘school -

and put them to -work picking .cotton and'tobacco, and grubbing around - gardens
and farms. " As a preparation for the: mllltarlzatlon for the men, women and -
~‘children in in-industry‘and agriculture they have ‘had Eddie Rickenbacker parade
" the country with Tascist threéats- agalnst the workers in” the: factorles.. Sig=
 nificantly enough those of us who are in the Army have moticed that: Ricken=

backer does not make anJ proposal to ralce t e standard of 11v1ng of ‘the
-~ buck prlvaxcs. - : T =

With p01nt ratlonlng, tnd admltted 24% risc in the cost of 11v1nv, with 20%
...deductions for -taxcs, and 10% for bonds, real. wages are actuallybalng sharply
“.cut, Real wages, it must be remanbered, -.arz not measurcd by the amount of®
. money received, but by what can be bought witk:the money received.. In thls
' sense wages certainly have declined since thic beginning of war, Not. content
with thc agrcemunt of the APofL and' CIO officials not to strike:the present
Congress is a*tcmptlng to tightcn up legislation on ‘it, - They arc trying o’
force us to work vhore they want us to, otharwise their aim is to induet us -
into the armsd forces or maybe punish us for treason as was the case in
."domosramlc" France. In shert, all the gaing of the American ‘working | class

f;won thirough bitter .struggle over: 150 years. of hattle, are to be swept awﬁf
Ly tup "dcmocratlc" government.

yThis.will bs g rlear _cut. open militarv'dicua'orsfip of .the Ameriéan'capital—
. isie fimetiorine through their state anﬂ armed forccs. And, as_usual; ‘they
Cwidl call it "dnnocraCJ" Lo ' e

HOW 70 FIGHT 4?AINST WAR AND MILITARIUN

"nght ax the outset let us state tha’ class conscious workcrs in unlform or.
»“ouu, cannot be opposed to all wars. We are oprosed to 1mper1allst wa. )|
}jcaaoe we do- t e dylng a~1 the bosses geu tHe proflts. “We are not oppose
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‘the war of the Soviet Union against the Nazis, because we know that essentl-_
ally it is a war of opr own class against 1mper1allsn. We are opposed to the -
Stalinist leadershlp because we know that these people objectively aid

imperialism., -But that does not make us. oppo sedto the war of the Soviet masses._

On tha. contrary we are in favor of . aiding tham to kick out the bureaucrats.
" s0 that the war will develope opcnly into onc of communism against capltallsm.
We are in favor of revolts of the colonial masses, because they are allies
 in the 'struggle against imperialism.. The fight against m111tar1sm is an.
integral part of the'fight against capitalism. It must be. co-ordinated with
the struggle for a Workers Council Government with its own Workers Army. At
every stage we fight the bosses’ state and military apparatus, and counter-

pose the. appropr1ate forms of worker struggle in defensg of their democratic
rights. . c . .

What must we do to effectlvel fight against militarléﬁ and eamitelist war?
We must: . - ST a

1. Educate the masses to the real role of militarism and the state.”
2. Create opp051tlon to all forms of bourgeois militarism. ‘
3. Present those slogans that lead to action for the demorallzablon

© of the exp101ters' staLe and its militarist arm,’

In order to carry thls out the revolutionary vanguard must
‘a. Struggle agalnst the use of the ducauional system for militarism.

This. calls for opposition to compulsory m111tarv tralnlng and for
. the abollt1on of the R.O.T.C.

Fight agalnst the use of Lhe unemployod appropr1amlons for m111tany
purposes.,

: S ST S .
Expose and'oppose all forms-of milipary aﬁpropriaiiohs,

ﬁwlght aga1nst all forms of the bourseois m111tar1zamlon of Vouth
boy scouts,” CCC camps, R.O,T. o.,_etc., cte,

‘We are opposcd to the (voluntary)-*oininr 6f the military forces.
‘The question of working in the arms, and calling for the Joining
of the military forces, or of taking a "eutral® position on thls
question; ars two dlfferent aspects of thc problem,

" We are opposed to thu draft. We fle“ against LuL draft up to the
point of conscription,:pointing out that even if we do not prevent
“it, we will greatly weaker the drive to wilitarize the workers for o
thc wwr, and help the anti-militarist forccs. After the draft takes
plaCe, W& arc oppos ed to Consc1cnt10ds Ochctlon (C.Ch. s) and to

%

\the control of the trade unions",
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"and to 1nd1v1dual and anardiist actions agalnst it, ”Hls is a form-
of petty-bourgeois liberalism. After the draft takes place, we

" change our tactics. We do not hurry to. join the colors, but if.it
cannot be avoided, we vork within the army for our class position.

This. merely nmeans that we ertend our class struggle activity to.
_the war front, : :

e are opposed to the slogan of 'Draft Lsbor and Capital'., This
is the best means of organizing the war on a really efficient

" basis for the capitalist class as a whole, Capital will continue,
under this slogan, as private property and the economic ‘relations
will remain for the creation of surplus value for the CAPITALIST
land the exp101tat10n of the, workers).

“In our oppositibn to militarism, it is incorrect'to take the ﬁositioh.tham

the soldier is a person to shun and hate. We nust consider soldiers as mis-
guided workers if -volunteers. If not volunteers (drafted) no rarticular pro-
blem presents itself. The tactics to be used agcainst soldiérs etc., that are
used as strikebreakers will vary according to condltlons, and the-tempo of

the struggler

Above all, the question. of m111tarlsm affects the youth of the populamlon,

“and must be made .a special fighting issue of the revolutionary youth organi-

zation. This by no means 1mpllns that the revolutionary party turns this
work (exclusively) over to the youth. Tlie party must lead the struggle qgalnst
militarism: The adult workers, and espec1a113 the womer, can be drawn into a

genuine struggle against m111tarlsm, every.available force can and must be

involved in this struggle against 1npcr1ql1st ‘war andofor the class war.,’
THE TR 4P OP “"TRADE UNION CONTROL"

Just as we reject pac1f1sm, we must also oppose. other concepts whickh; despite
their seeming "radicalness" are equally deéacly snares for the workers. Among
thege is the idea that militarism car be effectlvelj cambatted by ca111ng

for "universal, compulsary military- training of -the work1nv masses, but under

Let the governmeént "provide the funds, fa~
cilities and technical instructions, but let the workers own organisatiors.

" be in- charge of thé t,r:ur.mfr camps ",

The strategy which we propose in the struﬂ le agalnst militariem aims at-

smashing mllltarlsm by smashing Cdp1tallsm, But this idea of the hoss govern~ _f‘
ment,- tralnlng the union members would result in sidetracking the real anti=-"
m111tar1st struggle and enabllng the bosseu to retain conbrol.

This has been amply proved b'r many. unfortunate defeats of the worPers.
latest example is the Spanish Civil War where the workers submitted to -

: trol of their armed forces and the1r arms by the capltallst staLe..Th
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was the smashing of LHe revolutionary iritiative and struggle of the workers,
and the reconsolidation of thie boss class, artied forces that finally lead to
the defeat of the Revolution: There the workwro in a revolutior had thair own
armed forces dastroyed and had a new PP of the same old zapitalist army
_rebulL}m Here, -where we do not yet have a revolutionary situation and our own

armed workers forces, this kind of ‘proposal would head of I effect 1vo work
Just as it is berlnnlrg_ : -

Morcovcr, with t} present class co7lahoraulon1 character of tHD tradp
union leadcrship such a proposal ‘would =asily Pnabic the bosses Lo roraln

control. Men liku,@GWlu, Green, Hillman, Rronty, Tobin, ete. who have zndorsed

American militariem and are supperiing the capitalist war planz, would be mere
than glad, if negcessary, to further serve tlie bosses by brivging thelr trade
union following into military camps run by the samz officors as under the
present plan. And tomorrow, if class zvents demand they can use the. Thomases,.
Browders and "lefts" for the sam: purpose, ' ' :

"MJlltary tralnlng undpr trade union control® in reallt" rmeans
training under the control of the labor-AG
“the bosses and their military staff stands.

milinary ‘
NTS of the %o ses - behind whom -

To "counterpose! this propesal to the precent boss class plans can only serve
“to confuse and disorient workers from a real anti-militarist gtruggle. Such

a real struggle we propose with the following: mettiods Qnd aims:
THE ﬂRdED PORCES OF THE WORKERS

These aims are clear enoufh. In opnoql*lon to boss. cles wllltarlam we
- marize these aims.by counterposing the propaganda slogen of zmin
This propaganda .slogan of today will tomorrow in the
revolutionary periods be. transformed into action b;rou
tions of the boss army coming over to the workers'
building of armed workers' militias, etc. (the dual power armed forces of

the fevolutionary'wdrkprg) The slogan for *hc arming of th.e people ist

advance now to point the way to this goal and prepare for the digintegration
oI the boss tate ang afned Iorccs.

sum- -
Lae taople.
ro—xevolu -onar} nd

utrubble, through the

Such armed forCes'of the‘workefs wuld be organized ori t broadest democra-
tic base under councils of workers and soldiers.: These forcee would be- trans—
formed into the workers' army against the stariding boss clAnswarhv and police
force. The struggle for Workers' Courcils is a strugsle against the capltallst
armed forces and is a step on the road towards the orgsnization of -a workers'

‘ Red Army. The development of ukesc {orces will L&Cllltdub thb building of”
< guch a Workers Arn3 after rOWPT is q(l7td

'1As.the previous document states:

~utilizs this zlo"ar'unqpr capitalism in the strugrle ¢
‘not grounds for its rejection, For this i5s

It is well known that the exploits

- gan .ohtain arms at all times, and

"M0n this basis, it is

" the swpliolted, wro are in the maworlt

- the procese of sec- -

- aFainst the capluallsf armed_forces. i

-self. to the needs oi th
gardless of the nation that' it represents
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e are agalnst militarism, and we are for the abolition of the armed for-
cez of the exploiters, forces that are VPLrultOQ from workers and farmers,

-(Cﬂurvllcd by orficers of e CTF]OlLLI - elevated ebove the working class

Lk

as an irstrument of suppressior, and i ”eﬂ arainst contending (imperialist)
exglorters and the exploited masees, In piaup of tre (b0°s class) army, we

" eall for the arming of the people, both nien and worien. Ag Lenin sald: '“ake

everv'vol 1er»a citizen and every citizen a eoldier.'

uThe calllﬂﬂ for thc arming of the reople is no1 onlj a slocan for use in

. those countries where thie hourgeois democratlc nhase of the revolution has
‘not vet taken place, but also in the leading imperialist powers as a means

of demeralization of the state and 1t° arneq force. The fact that you cannot

azainst’ mllluarlsm is
a slozan of action in a period of

revolution..
T T

érs, even down to the small middle class,
as well as the 1umpenproletariaN‘;cu trat defend the capitalist robbers,
the raselng out of arms to-this element
(by the bosses) depends upon t .8 su¢te of 'insurrectith.in gections, or in
the country as a Wuole. , : ~ e o

foolls“ to say that to call for the arming of ‘the
peo“ 2 means to arm the resctionariee and fascists as well as the workers.

chnr fzpltalism these elements can o;*mln arms whenever they need them.

wi O
Onl’“tﬂe werkers anﬂ other ladprc of the eyploited are deprived of this -con-
dition, training with arms.

To call Ior tué arminT of the pecple is to give
an equal onpportunity to defend them-
selves acllfot any and all 1nvadcra of thelr human rlr“" *o llve as Lumans.

"The Peoples' Army would be.organized on tre broadest democratlc basis, in=
cluding a.period of military training, leave from werk with ray for: all, -
eiecied officers, etec. This army would take the place of hoth the standing

arryy -and tAe police force. The strurele for the Peopleg! Arny is a struggle

Tils vtru"“lﬁ in no way conflicts with
tha_orgwn1zatlon of a Red Aruiy 23 OFFaMlZPd by Lenin and .Trotsky and now
usurped by Stalinism. In the transition period, the Red Army will adapt it-
the wor?crs as the army of the world proletariat, re-

worid state can the broad prlnc1ples_oi

the cvery soldler a citizen,- every ci~
tizen a soldier! be fully realized," ' o S

ARKING OF THE PEOPLE

.SP€¢ifICally; today, we call for ARHED,WORKEH: DF WEN”“ Q)PPS to defend u)er/;
dumocratic rights of “the workers arn

T

o,

. Only when the soviets become the -



bosstLaLe*whi(T'ls neaalng for. opan military, di thLOF ih'to;trushﬂ
‘righitss The armed e:orﬂe.Curp“.shouﬁ ¢ bullt vharever pozsible

b
»workere in every mine, will aid ia'. _x irrcepactive cf whinther

aonnion o nat. whetlher 14 te AR L. or C.I.C. JOE”FFOW4~Vﬂﬁn the

orkers move towara revolution, ‘H*'qiopan af ‘%e arming ol the

' 11 aeke on greater {lesh and blood as these def ansc c"rpu are broad;‘
v°ncd and transformed into the ARMED WOP "ﬁES UILITIAS of the ompressed, as
the milite ary arm of their WMKERS GOUNCILS, Wren the
Jof power' 1's achieved, “the WORKENS r‘UU"FT" GOVRTITMT T

willt &ive full err°s~'
s1uN-Lu1;ue‘arm;na of the entire oppre

ssed musses and puilid a WORRERS ARMY _
not- ayove or apart {rom the masges buv an iitegral part of 1t 10 aefend the
“new .focial orner agalnst the counter-revolution of ilic explolters.

‘This, in the framework of the line of revelutionary defeatism, is the gene-
ral strategy in the strugrle aghingt militarism gnd the caqital st system, -
~which leads to the seizirs of power. But.at the present moment,
stru0g1e must be concantrated against
“conscription, and raising. the ‘slogan of tee arming of ‘the people, with con-
gcreve wnr“ Ior.thc rmca wor"*rc def enss Corps. ' )

the main

',NORK,IH TdE BOSS ABMY

‘Now that’ war ig alreddv raging and conscrlptlon is - passed, 1t 1s false, as.
~we.stated in-forrer documente, to view it on the grounds.of cons

sclentlous.
fObJe’110“%“ We have dlrm:dx po dted out’that we are net against all wars;
wrkers are for: their own class

war againsi the Caﬂloa‘xot cystem, Workers
gtiould be in no hurry to get conscripted but when ke boss state 1nun~ura1es

.1tswthey should register; although they. should .ake advantage of all pre= -

cribed possililities of. exerption (dependents, fealth, etc.); then it draf-.
bose army for iheir class struag—

ted for 091J1ﬂe, ‘they must work within
1e pos Llon. ‘This means, as the'P.w}L. document
"A ilght must be made for the aemncxaflc Tizhte of the arm d forces: ‘the
Q”lghts to be a full citizen, to vote, to belong
’ter_condlulons, wages, reading maLtér, etc, The démocratization .of the boss
& means 1o demoralize the armed force, . {democratic) election of of—'
é;&ftc.,lo net ‘only.a tactic to be employed in the pcr'od of the revo—

'ot.l!"!I‘l-:Ll‘l 255

ut 1t must- “1>° be aPplled at all times, accord1 ng to the prevall-fif

ondltlon%.v

.

CuASS ﬁIVI IOV I'v THE uS ARNY

Thg stuﬂgle for the democr3L1 amlon of Lhe boss armvlls of special impdré'f
ce s_a means of: empha51z1nr the class a1v1;1on of soc1€t" Which»also

sntire peo—

ravolut,onavj elzvre'”“

-exposing .the military forces, fig htlna_im'

to unions, te fight for het-.

valeka° ity the great. annl—mllltarlst 1eader of
;war, p011ted out many vears ago. :

without, ounstlonlng the polloleq of tHe offlcers. (2) TPls worker
ve. hoss-officer divigion obtains Pqu in the social habits wher

';'@Lﬁing o nfficers and prlr'tog ie pernitted. (7) The a*“01ntm9nt of officers
-frnm the top,, most. of wrom are bourgeois, who have tHe pover of dlsc1p11ne

s rrngly.undcmocraxlc and i1lustrates the undemdcratic rnature of the en-:

soglety. The struggle for the. danoeratic. election of Lofficers from the

"'part and parcel’ of ‘the struggle for workers democratic rights agalnst

ozgesn and their armed force. (4 ) The pay dlfxereuceu again illustrate
the class division, Just as in industry. A.private gets $80.00 a month {ac~
corainy: to- the new. law); BOfore At wast $°1 But a general draws $86€ a monﬁh.
(5) Tne sarme Jim Crow practlges of the separa*lon and aLuce of. Negroes eXLSts

f?as in ”dDitall°t soc1ety.

y ot

imhe work in the bosc ‘army darlng the wer is carrlea on w1th1n Lhe framework
" .of turning the imperialist war ihte civil war by ‘working for the defeat of '
our® 1mper‘allut pow°r. In thls stage the tactlce 1o democratlze the boss
~army , (as e¥plained.above) becoriés of more than propaganda value. All tac-
ties: for the demoralization of the armed forceg:-of the 1mper1allst govern- :
'}-ment must He co-oralnatcd for oux'"eneral aim (1. e.;'"1v11 war ). X

In- other word uenocratlzatlon of the army cannot be Tully reallzed w1th1n

“the - Pramework of the boss army; raLher, ‘the work for democratization is: a-
‘part ‘of ‘the prodess ¢f the disintegration of the capitalist state-and. 1ts

armed forces, whereby those sections of the army-that strive for: democramlza
tisn, stc., become trans ;formed into part of the mllltarv xorces ot the revo~
t*nnarj' workers -and tdelr Counc11q.

INCRE 1SE IV CL?BS DIVISIOAS

e

" Class divisions will.increase *svt e war proceedu Lotk in oooleby ‘as a
. whole wivere the military dlctauor iir and the crushing of the living stan-.

dnr*s of LLC workers will lay the Basis for revolt, aad in the army ‘where
‘the ab g listed c?a;s divisions will’ ZrowW. a5 the horrors of war and its

Sroat prnfl roasen become clearar. to all workers. In uhlS cclner*lon the

lags divisions,-a& Kar

‘increased mechanizition of. the. aimy: increases the. cl :
tﬂe ozkcro ir tre 1ast world

7THe capltallsus face a c0ﬂtrad1ctloﬂ between the SldVlSh dlsc1p11ne and-de
“triction of initiative whick they have to develop in tiie army: and-the i

'sed. necessity for greater. lntelllgence of . the soldiers in tiie operation
highly. mechanized - equlpment;_mhe more 1n1t1at1ve and 1nte111genc-: equl

for mechanized warfare; .the less ﬂlpv1s c1911ne can - bemaintain
hc'sooher tre soldlers use, thelr 1nuc111¢cnc ‘in t cxr own class 1
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PHE U.S. ARMY AND THE COLONIAL COUNTRIES

.Alre§dy rumblings of revolt against American.lmperialism's endeavor to “prga-
Taze the.wgrld" have been manifested in North Africa and in Puerto Rico‘ par-
‘_Qlculgﬁly 1n;phe latter, As these revolts develop and intensify we who.;ré
I un;fcrm'w111 be increasingly called upon to beat down colonial uprisings
vhat is the task of the working class under such circumstances? o

If the United States uses its ‘armed forces against.any of thé colonial or

semi~colonial countries, the workers of the United States must do everything =

possible to assist the colonial peoples against American Imperialismi We must
demand the immediate withdrawal of the armed forces. We must demand the right
of gelf;deperminamion of these countries from American Imperialiém, and of
the;rvs§pdramion. (iie., we agitate for treir gpight of self-determination, up
tovand including the right of separation; in these oprressed lande, however,
the workers must strive for solidarity with the workers of the United States,
and for fraternization with the workers of the military machine). Y

NG
'

hj the_colon&es, }hé army must be rropagandized to refuse.to shoot colonial
nesses gnd-w“en the situation develops, their aid to the colonial peoples
wnll'stlmulame the struggle of these workers and neasants against Imperialism,

THE ARYY 48 A BTRIKE-EREAKING FORCE

The National guard and army will undoubtedly be used to try to break strikes
dur;ng'the'cqnlng period as in the past. On occasions the government will

try to‘make it appear that they are going to help the strikers: but the re-
salt will always be as in the Pennsylvania steel strike in 1938, the Minne-
sota trgck strikes, etc., that the troops will be used against the workers. -

The revolutionists then must point out the similarity’of interests of the’
vorker in the army (and national guard), with the worker in the factory;
Aﬂpat tbey'mustqboth unite to delfeat the main enemy.'Such elamentary coopera-
t}on will be 2 long step towards cementing joint workers and soldiers coun-
cils during and preceding the period of dual powér,' o |

| Partlcular{y is this necessary when democracies.of all types are endeavoring
~to set soldiers and sailors against workers in the factories. Workers who

varekln.t?e anned forces should remember’ that, the struggle conducted by the
,:Zg ggidiz'the f?ctques_ls being waged for them too., 1f tfee hours, wages,
<. con ions o the'factory workers.are smashed by the bosses the workers
o nlun; orm WL}l not find that the bosses are going to give th&m any parti-

| ;iar_c?gcgss1ons whenlyhey are let out of the army. It is therefore up to

~ . We working class in uniform to support the struggle of their brothers in

5225‘{22t3?y3 And it is eﬁually up to the workers in the factories to counteré fﬂ‘
&Ll g l?lous demagogy and‘expose the contemptible duplicity of the bosses
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by supporting the soldiers and sailors in their struggle for equal pay and
equal conditions with the workers in the factories. Incidentally, something
that creatures such as Rickenbacker and others never mention: ttiey are al-
ways willing to drive down the level of the factory workers to that of the
armed forces, but' we have never leard them suggest that the armed forces be
raiseq to the level of the best paid factory workers., ' .

WORK FOR THE DEFEAT OF "OUHlOHN”'BOSS CLASS,
: ITS STATE IND ARMED FORCES.

- In time of imperialist war as in time.of "peace" the interests of the workers

and oppressed'masses of the world are served only by the unceasing and in--
transigent class struggle for the overthrow of_capitalism'and.the astablish-
ment of Workers Council Government baszd on Workers Control of Production

for Use. This means that in the period of tha imperialist war the class

struggle must be concretized to the conditions of the wars.Just as in "peace"
we work for civil war anc revolution, so:in wer we work to_turn the imperia-—
list war into, givil war. We have gwtlined sbove strategical and tactical

aspects of this work., T R e i e

put the underlying strategy is the ravolutionary work that 1cads to the de~
feat of “our own" imperialists, “thelr state and armed forces. Because Wwe
‘want the overthrow of our owr: bosscs, we welcome any situation that fac;L;r.'
tatcs that overthrow. In tre period of the imperialist war, the military de-
"feats and reverses of "our" bosses szrve to weaken their military and §ocia1{
apparatus, to sow confusion in their ranks, to increase the opposition of
the masses. For these reasons, We wigh Tor suchk military defeats; and we
therefore work for them, ' : ‘ '

WAIN ASPECTS OF REVOLUTIONARY DEFEATISH

There are three main-elements involved in the strategy of revolutionary de=~
featism: ' : o ' AR .
1, We not only wish for the defeat, but we WORX FOR THE DEFEAT of our =
7 oun boss class. We do not -wait till there are millions whro are £0 en-
- gaged; but we point the way from the begiming and, no matter how few
" the forces, we work for such defeat and the victory of the workers.:

We are for the defeat of the bosses, their government AND their armed

forces.” We are not merely for a change of government of'oneﬂgroupfoff
k g . s - . . .
bosses by another; -{evén if the other is called a "1abor">€9Vcrnmen§1fﬂ
‘we want to smash the boss state and to do this we have 1@ oppose-and:

work for ‘the defeat of -their armed forces.

We are for such a policy even if it mzans the temporary iy ctory" of.
the Menemy" imperialists. We are not interested in the victory of.on
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ang of 1mperlallsts bandlts over another - thaL is the waJ the bosses pose worﬂ:urs on th other sxde of the trcnches, propaganda and’ uct1v1ty t; eXPOS
he issue —— but ‘we want the defeat of ALL the imperialiste,; Hence the workers uzd oppose the BOSS. n ture of the war and.army;: StrlkCS;VFCqu"l to. lep min
goth sides of the tronches must work for the defeat, of M"their own' boss . e t!Ons, rk for the dcmocramlzotlon of the 1rm"' gbe. _ *
~fC1mbS. This 1ntp1waulonal )11ddrlaJ of the workers 1s ‘the only way to end i |
“the imperialisi war, Tt Nl] ‘lead NOT .to the victory of one or the other

-ﬂf . SJch 3CthltJ is dlfflcult and hazsrdous, but 1t is th ONLY WAY Lo carry out
, ;%impe,1a11sts, biit), to the smashinr of all of them and tke vlctory of the world '1,}thc sbrugglc abd;nst ‘tre war, mllltarlsm end 1ts roots, cupltillsm.
. working’ class. ‘»‘-- | . o R R o 5

L AJ.'

. - CT] © In-the coming perlod Lhe bouroe0131e will try. to make it ‘appear that mllgg-:
' £ ¥ "-,, S .. .ant workers are fighting against the intcrests of the American people.  One’
TH&\POSITION OF THE INTEHNATIONIL CONTACT COHJISSIO[ : oo of tke methods already uscd 1s to label the mllltants as "flfth—columnlstSs"
The INTFRNATIONAL CONTACT CONNISSION FOR THE COMMUNIST (4th) IN“ER;ATIOMAL E
: of -vhich the Povoiutlonmry Workers League, U.s.
. precxoei" summarired the question: x i
) CiThe ATM of rcvo1utlonury d”FuaLl°m, tberefore, is so to carrv on and

is the Amerlcan sectlon, has g The facts, However, are that onlj thosm mﬁo are flghtlnr for proletarlan f

revolution and workers rights really represent the interests of tac Amerlcan”
pcaplp. The so-called "democrats! and liberals will gladly hand the nation
,"cxtend the class strugzle, so to weaken the bourgeoisie, so to. desdroy its . -ovér to the Pascist "enemy" rather than sce the workers maintain end: extend
dominration ever the woikcr 50 toinerease the rebclliousnass of the workers * . their rights and living standards. Tt is they who are paving the way for
“and direct it into ever. grcauer revolutionary class actions {Wwhich.in turn - L Pascism (both ipternal and if MNecessary, as in the case of France, erternall,
74w~mcalse~gr'axcr reverses-and-defeats) that the mass, of the workcrs will he = o - The "fifth-colun" and other s sugb_lLaswmust“be tUFﬂGd back on-the bOUFQGOIS
S ized for reveiution, for civil war, Lo S "democramlc" hypocrltes. :
"Thg poli cy must be carricd out even if it mcans the tomporary v1ctory

’ s "Lreasonable"
.of the ! eriamy® imperialists., lNo one can guarantee that, the ruvoiuulonary e S ACthlty 1ga1nst mllltarlsm w111 he declared "111egal" apd
“,defeatlht actions will lead to a succgssful ~civil war. On the other hand, s . . This is because the bosses' ‘dictatorship makes the laws, The bosses. OUTLAW

: fj‘thﬂamllltary re Vprses causcd by such actions will necessarily lead UO ‘the - | “the worker° democratic rlaﬁt The struggle to maintain and extend thesc
';jﬂmllltory gains. of. thie Ténemy', ~But every such 'gain® of the. exsmj imper— "

.

e p‘f;riguts in the. périod of the war w111 .thercfore, takeon "111rgal" forms -
ialist means . a greater loss of faith by the worKers in 'thelr own' bourg°01sie, iy

. because that-is the only chahnel . thirough which this fight for the deﬂocraxic
{C7;Erpauer reseptment, etc, and lays the base to transform these condltlons and »_"';Flghts and 1ntores s of the vast ma’orlty of. the exp101tod can be carried out.
f.aL+1tad°s into positive revolutlonary actions. - o

R dv"Tne DECISIVE point, -however, . is that the strachy of revolutlonarv de~" :
-, featism must be carried on by the revolutionists in ALL the 1mperlallst _ o
- countries and armies. . It is .not a ‘question of the victory. of one "gang of. L Tho d051ro to flght fascism is an honest and naiural one on the. part of all
“imperialist rotbers over another <—- that is the akis on.which the 1mper1allsts - vorkers., But nany workcrs, ¢ven class conscious ongs who: gunerally. recognize
- wage:the war ——- it 15 a question: of the VICTORY OF: THR PROLETARIAN ‘REVOLU- .7 the need for the overthrow of capltall°m, are capltulating to the boss class
TIN over-imperialism.. And this can be’accomplishcd, as explained-above, by :s . propaganda.of support of capitalist "democracy™ The refermist and centrist
_ the military actions in ALL the warring camps for the military defeats of ALL : - political organizations ar¢ moving with great spead in thinking up. arguicnts
v the imperialists as the MEANS AND METHOD to convnrt theklmpcrlallst ‘war into 7. bo support the bosses in this dastardly campaign, | "We must fight, fascism!
- civil war.’ ‘This'is no longer an 'abstract theory' ad ‘it ‘was when Denin’ ap-f_'l - is ifiterpreted by.them to mean, we must stop Hitler.. On the contrary; ho
.;veloped it in 19 14-1915, but it is .a Lheorctlcal stramerv Llaw has steod the . g 4'th10 in no way means that we must cease our class strugglu activity, 3ga1nst
“test of” QDELLcaul 1w the: last 1mp@r1allct war, and was clvpn corroboramlon.' ‘;Z:the ‘MAIN ENEMY HERE AT HQME. We -cannot stop Hltlsr by supportlnp the boss
':by hlstorv in th October and othcr ruvolutlons... , R F AT = ;class "dsmocrmcy" Bven-if Hitler attacks the U.S. we must not, “defend"
L e Ljf,; “. _F.'u- o existing. capltallst rulc, thls 1s thc surost way bo hblp Fa 01sm W1nw h
Such revolut10nar3 dpiﬁaLlSt act1v1ty Has nothlng in cormon  with ‘acts of: 1n— c ﬁfﬁnd in: EUFOPC- : g =
dividual sabotage, . blowing up bridgcs, bulldlngs, collaooraulon with. enemy- e
sples, etc. Suc revolutlonarj defeatist. activitics are mercly a. dlfferent

orm of the same: class struﬂgle activity, of co—ordlnatgd MASS work,
nse. of workers 1nterests dnd rlglts.

0 MTTER h’HL‘RE’ m: IfIPERIALIST BAI'TL" RAGES, THE mmv BNEHY IS qT HOHEL

B

m' L‘E’-SS olv oF FRANCL’
in de-
It 1ncludss. framcrnlzgmlon w1th the




‘g\prbferred fascism to, the proletarian revolution. -

Unity; they smashed tke strlkc of the workers 1n the name of "denocraCJ"'
hey - established 60~70 hour week, and cut pay in the name of defense. They
3p9r5ccuted the revolutionists and mllltants in“"the name of "liberty". ‘The.-

»,polltlclans and’ generals ordcred the workers to glve "thclr all" in thc "flgbt
agamst F‘asc1sm" A : :

’vBut these same generals and polltxc1ans —e the stooges :of the French —— sold
“out to'Hitler under the thréat of the workers' taklng power and. wagin. -a

Creal, workers . defense. (ne- day General wevgand ordered the workers ‘"ot to
yleld an lnch"' a weeP later he ordered surrendwr to Hitler.

;ﬁFranch 1s the lesson of how "democratlc" toss class rule PAVES THm WAY I"OR
FASCIQM.V ‘

And donJt forget that Hitler was 1nva,dlnb Franch terrltory

“gsee that it makes little difference to the bosses that they are "defending" .

‘their own land; ‘they capltulated to Hitler because they. fearsd the workers .~
ore than they did Hlﬁler, and thc; use Hltler s methods. agalnst tHe workers.

‘Partlcularly important for us_to remember in this connectlon Ls=zheway that
Fascist and democratic capitali sts .cooperate with ‘each other even while war
is going'on. All during the time that this war is raging when millions of

- American, English, German, Japanese workers are reddering the soil of’ five
~continents. with their blood, the American, German, English, Italian, etc.
,.bankers gather together around mahogany tables in Switzerland at the =

International Bank there and plan methods for coordinated action against all - -

ectlons of‘thezwo:klng class including "their own". Roosevelt attacks
Vichey anc calls out for liberty, equality, andwfraternltv at the same ‘time
- that according to .the Washlnvton Merr'~Go—Round by ore stroke of the pen he.
zylncreaoes the dollar value of Holdlno of french’ ?asc1st ba.kcrs av 50%.'

WOrkers here mus+ learn trls 1essdn. No matter on what territory the wwr
is belng fought, it. is still an 1mper1a11st war. -No matter whether American.
troops are being used in Japan, South America, or Europe, no matter whether
German troops even come over here (which is far from likely). it remains a war

‘ j'for-proflt, for;red1v1 ion of the ‘world between two blocs.of 1mp°r1allst
-~ powers. . L

CLJSS UNITY A aINST VAZIOVAL UNITY

»mhe French.bosses preferred wictory of Hitler to the v1ctory of the’ workerS“

. The bosses preferred to. sell
out to Hitler and put’ 1n the near -lascist Pctaln realme rather than be de-
Tfewtrd by the WOrkers. :

"ThLSgtsmthe lesson we

must: 1earn. CLASS AGAIRST CLASQJ mUP’\I THE BUSS WAR INTO

But -one can easily’
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'A WAR AGAINST THE BOSSES' T
_ oo _ . . ,;”‘_:_
'The support- of capltallst "denocracyu w111 paye the wuy to the v1ctoxy of:

Fascism as it-did in France. ONLY THE 'SUPPORT OF THE INTERNATIONAL REVOLU-;_
TIOWARY POLICY OF PENOLUTIONARY DEFEALISM CAN SWASH FASCI"W BY cMA%HING

. CEATLALISM, o

THE SOVIET UNION THS STALINISTS f D TFE [NTERNWTIONAL NORKING CLASSe

~The beglnnlnv of. thc end of thle last war camc in 1917, when thc Russian ,
"when tlrie Russian workers scized power ..and made usé of that power for the pur-
pose of spreading: international working class struggle agalnst capltallsm

-and its imperialist war. Un fortunatrly the war wcarlncss of the masses, and:
particularly the lnadcrshlp of thc treacherous .social democrats, prevcntcd
the further cxtansion-of the working class rcvolution. As a result of thls,

. of the isolation of the new workers' statc, and of incorrect policies, ~

~Stalinism gained control of the Soviet Union. Endeavoring ‘t0 catch-on to thef

- coat tails.of first onc and then the other impcrialist: group,: staliniem was

finally put-to the wall in 1941, with the Naazi invasiori. Stalinism is. -
organically lncapable of waging a real’ struggle against 1mperlallsma Only
“the overthrow of the Stalinist bureaucracy can lead to real working class.
'_trlumph "To this ovcrthrow we of the Internatlonal Contact ‘Conmission have
pledged ourselves. But this does not mean that we are against the Soviet
“Union.” On. the contrary we.are for the real extension of the 1917 revolutlon-
Let us take a populdr analogy. ~At times of strike the rcformbst ‘and centrists
in the labor movement comeiout with the slogan that "you can't fight the ©
lcﬁdcrshlp because a strike is going on".. Our reply has zlways been that .
this is a time when the leadership must not only be fought but. kxcked out’: or‘
else they will. totally betray the. struggle.’ By 1nalogy this is our positlon

today. - werare for. the v1ctor3 of the Soviet Union. WG are for -the smashlng
of the. Stallnlst agents of 1mpcriwllsm. :

PROGRAH OF INTERNAWIONAL SOLIDARITY

© 'In the abovc pages we hlve given a brlcf annlys1s of Amerlcan m111tarlsm an

its war plans and countcr-posLd . revelutionary program to achieve workers'”
victory. This is 2 program of 1ntcrnut10nal solidarity that has been tried
and tested in the l1ast war. Its =pplication mesnt the end of the past W
Tt is the only way to stop thls war, and to comglctc the Job . bcgun then,:of
overthrowing the capitalist. systam and its. wars,.’ dlctntorshlp, misery-and
" exploitation; and. establishing the rule of the mpjorltj, the wOrkersf

'gCounc1l Governmcnt bascd on wOrkers Control of Productlon for Usc.'

Tﬁe International Contact Commis51on huS scctlons in England G-rmanj,
Australlls, the Unlted Statcs, dnd Has wlso sympathetlc groupshln man
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fcodntrles, all of whom carry on the struvgle agalnst their respectlve 1mpe-
rial:sms. We. cal1 upon zll workers: to JOln with us to flPht ’ .

AGAINCT BOSU WAR - = FOr CIVIL WAR.
\AGAINST THE PEPUBLICAN-DEMOCRATIC WAP PLANS‘
EOR THE DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS 'OF THE WORKIV CLASS - AGAINST THE ATTACKS
OE THE BOSS CLASS "ATE'
'FOR FRATERNIZATION WITH THE WORKERS ON THE OTHEP SIDES OE THE TPENCHES'

EOR WORKEPS DEFENSE CORPS FOR ARN NG THE PEOPLE'

[ B

EOR TURNING THE IMPERIALIST WAP INTO CIVIT WAR'

FOR A WORKERS COUNCIL GOVERNMENT BASED OK WORKERS CONTROL OE PRODUCTION

FOR'USE! | S o _,,’ .

FOR THE DEFENSE OF THE SOVIET UNION AGAINST IMPERIALISM AND ITS STALINIST

}

AND OTHER AGENTS'
FOR THE INTEHNATIONAL REVOLUTIONARY SOLIDARITY OE THF WORKERS AND
DFPRESSED MASSESJ

FOR THE NEW COMMUNIST (4th) INTERNATIONAL'.




